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Newsletter #217: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello coin enthusiasts! 

I hope this newsletter is a welcome addition to your weekend. Fall auctions are starting 
now in a big way. If you are a collector and looking for choices you have them! For this 
newsletter I will try to focus on auctions that offer varied possibilities and most 
importantly ones that make sense. Most of the auctions listed on Sixbid and Numisbid 
can be largely ignored. I say this to help anyone from becoming overloaded with all 
these choices. 


Before I discuss the auctions however I’d like to give a little attention some of the major 
sources for numismatic learning. 


Numismatic Learning and Where to Find it 
There are a lot of websites to learn about coins. Here are a few of my favorites. 


CoinsWeekly. 

This weekly newsletter is probably the best place to find both domestic (U.S.) and 
overseas information on anything coin related. You can sign up to get weekly emails 
delivered to your inbox or you can just visit the site every Thursday to see the most 
current newsletter. Indepth articles on various topics like important collections being 
offered in auction to changes in the laws in the U.S. and and abroad regarding coins are 
brought to the forefront. CoinsWeekly has emerged as a leader in numismatic news. 
They even have a pretty amazing job market section for those looking for work in this 
sometimes difficult field to break into. There are jobs not just for coin firms but also 
museums and other interesting institutions. Just this week there are jobs posted for a 
collections manager, as well as a project manager for a digitization project at the 
Ashmolean (Oxford’s museum), a staff member for Frankfurt University, Fellow at the 
Art Insitute of Chicago, consignment processor at CNG and coin specialist at NGC in 
their ancients department. Also just this week CoinsWeekly introduced a new feature to 
their site which gives information on cities throughout the world where you can visit 
numismatic- oriented locations. Check this and everything else out 

at new.coinsweekly.com 


The American Numismatic Society (ANS). 

The ANS continues to be a leader in educating collectors at the highest niveau. The 
society, formed in 1858, has become a forum where collectors and education meet. The 
society churns out the next generation of numismatic scholars and educators with their 
Summer Institute program, held each year with a small but elite group of students. For 
those just interested in learning a little more about coinage (in all areas) one can attend 
the Friday “Long Table” sessions. The Long Table started during the pandemic as a way 
for the ANS to stay connected to their members but has blossomed into one of their 
staple weekly events. They will have their 201st session on September 27 which shows 
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wonderful quarterly magazine (one to keep for your library) and a few annual journals. 
This and other important benefits exist but only if you are a member. I would highly 
recommend joining. Here is a link 


The American Numismatic Association (ANA). 

The ANA continues to be the largest organization for coin collectors and enthusiasts. It 
has some 26,000 members at my most recent count. While they can’t be as targeted as 
the ANS in their approach to the field due to their small staff and the sheer mass of 
collectors they host, they are most known for their dedication to the world of U.S. 
numismatics. Most of you know that I was a board member of the ANA for four years 
(two terms) and I continue to support membership in the group despite having my 
focus largely elsewhere. The ANA has many of the same types of programs that the ANS 
has but perhaps not as strong in the area of ancients. I know over time this will broaden 
as it already has in recent years due to their lectures and summer seminars. Joining the 
ANA is inexpensive and very important if we want to insure that conventions that 
happen twice a year continue to happen. Here is a link to join 


Now for the upcoming auctions: 


Fritz Rudof Kiinker Fall Auctions 410-414 (23-28 September) 

Talk about a powerhouse in Europe! Kiinker has quickly become the mammoth for 
anything numismatic related. Their auctions are week-long affairs and probably one of 
the classiest events that you could find if you want to attend a live sale. Prior to the 
pandemic Kiinker only offered phone bidding to their sales, along with write-in mail 
bids or sitting live in the sale. There was no online bidding. This forced many of us to 
travel to Osnabriick, Germany, way up in Northern Germany. A beautiful place, 
Osnabriick, however, is not the easiest to access. This all changed with the pandemic. I 
still remember the conversation I had with Ulrich Ktinker, one of the owners of the firm, 
while waiting for my flight from London to return to the U.S. in March 2020. Donald 
Trump had just become president a few months before and told everyone that if you 
were abroad you better get yourself back on U.S. soil or it might get complicated. I was 
in the UK viewing the Roma sale and was going to head back to Germany and up to 
Osnabriick to view and attend one of their sales. After our phone call and discussion 
about the need for Kiinker to set up online bidding, Ulrich and his team went to work. In 
short order they have quickly churned out a great online bidding platform and 
completely transformed their auction demographic and geography. 


The Fall auctions take place over two weeks generally with the first week and second 
week of sales usually being at least a month or two apart. The first part generally is 
more world coin and medal focussed, the second clearly delineates ancients. This set of 
auctions has a lot to offer. 


I’d like to first just copy the introduction written by Kiinker to introduce this set of 
auctions. This is taken directly from their site and gives a good overview of those 
catalogs. 


"From September 23-28, 2024, we will be presenting around 3,900 lots with a total estimate 
of 10 million euros. The rarities are filling five auction catalogs, each full of numismatic 
sensations. 

Two special collections will kick off the sale on Monday. Catalog 410, "Minted History of the 
Thirty Years' War and the Peace of Westphalia - The Collection of a German Manufacturer 
and History Enthusiast", there is really only one word that adequately describes this 
collection: Breathtaking. This is followed by another small but beautiful collection: catalog 
411 "Wiirttemberg Coinage History - The Heinz-Falk Gaiser Collection, Part 1". This 
comprises Wiirttemberg coins from the beginnings in the 14th century up to 1693, when 
Eberhard Ludwig was prematurely declared of age. 


On Tuesday and Wednesday morning, we will be presenting the catalog 412 gold and silver 
coins with impressive individual pieces as well as numerous special collections. We would like 
to feature, a. o., an important collection of U.S. gold coins with almost 200 graded lots - 
mainly double eagles - with great rarities. The Regina Adams collection comprises "only" 31 
selected Welf Losers, mainly exceptional in condition. Last but not least, we would like to 
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Wednesday afternoon and the whole of Thursday is reserved for catalog 413 German Coins 
since 1871, including an important collection from private ownership in Mecklenburg and 
imperial gold from the collection of a West German industrialist. You can look forward to 
more than 1,000 German rarities including extremely rare coins from the German Empire. 


We will end the auction week with catalog 414 and the second part of the Lodewijk S. Beuth 
collection with coins of the Netherlands from the beginnings under the Merovingians to 1795, 
which will be on sale on Friday and Saturday morning. The elaborately designed catalog 
contains exceptionally rare and exceptionally well-preserved coins that have not been on the 
market for many decades. 

Many of the important pieces have videos where you can see how the coins look “in hand” 
and if that isn’t enough, the staff is extremely attentive to the needs of the buyers and can give 
more detailed information if necessary." 


I’m not able to talk in depth about the entire sale or else you will certainly not learn 
about the sales this week and the coming weeks. That said, I would like to highlight a 
small but significant collection of multiple talers that Kiinker is offering in this sale. 
The Regina Adams collection of 31 multiple talers was started back in the year 2000 
when Regina attended a New York International Coin Show with her husband, also a 
collector. Regina was fascinated by the oversize talers, as are many of us, and quietly 
assembled a small but powerful group which is being offered in this upcoming sale (lots 
1539-1569). As someone that focuses mainly on ancient coins, I have also become 
fascinated with multiple talers and are offering a few on my website even. The detailed 
and symbolic imagery, many times allegorical, teaches us about the rich history of the 
German noblemen that are known as the Welf Dynasty. Ms. Adams’ collection is a small 
segment of the later Dynasty (in the 1500-1600’s). Unfortunately for those non- 
German speakers much of the fantastic write-up won’t be accessible unless you are 
handy with the translation apps! 


One of my absolute favorite types is lot 1551, a multiple four taler (which was also struck 
as a taler of which I have one on my website for sale): 


Germany, Braunschweig and Liineburg. August, the young, Duke of Braunschweig- 
Wolfenbiittel. 1635-1666. Manufactured 1666 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/401818 


The coin is honors Augustus II, the Duke of Braunschweig-Wolfenbiittel, who died at 
the ripe old age of 88 years. Other than being a Duke and being a man of means, 
Augustus II also was well known for having the largest library north of the Alps at the 
time. The timing of this coinage is ironic however. In that same year a medal was struck 
(lot 1549) which celebrated his birthday. Let’s just say the die cutters were rather busy 
on poor Augustus II in that year. Here is lot 1549 and also for those that lose that lot can 
still buy one from me! 


Germany. Braunschweig-Wolfenbiittel (Principality). August der Jiingere (the Younger), 
1635-1666 Zellerfeld, 1666 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/401821 


I will be participating the whole week in the Kiinker sales so please get in touch if you 
need representation. 


Noonans - The Phillips and Neale Collections (25 September) 

I wrote about the Phillips collection in my last newsletter and that is worth repeating. In 
my opinion the aware for the most exciting ancient coin sale for the fall season goes to 
Noonans (formerly DNW). The Phillips Family Collection is a small but powerful catalog 
of under 300 lots. They aren’t the most perfect at times in terms of strike, but they are 
powerful in terms of pedigree. The majority of the coins have not seen the auction floor 
for over 60 years. Some of the pedigrees go back to the late 1800’s when coin 
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numismatic community. I urge everyone to take a look at the catalog. The only 
downside is the very high buyer’s premium of 24% from Noonans. This, and the rising 
GBP doesn’t help the U.S. collector. 


I did not mention the Neale collection which follows Phillips. This is a small but 
powerful group of under 80 Greek coins. There are some remarkable pedigrees within 
but while it doesn’t match up to the Phillips collection there, a few of the lots are about 
as dreamy as they come. Lot 503 is one of my favorite types. This coin from Akragas has 
one of the most dynamic images that one can find on any ancient coin. Two eagle in 
flight holding a hare in their talons. One can almost feel the violence being inflicted on 
the hare. We know what will soon become of the poor animal. This matched with the 
beautiful scene on the obverse of the coin makes this a piece worth major consideration. 
Lot 525 is an extremely rare type from Olynthus. This archaic type shows an early 
version of the quadriga and rider. Of course the quadriga types from the Syracuse series 
are more well known but this example is fantastic in style and shows the rider ina 
different style. Almost all the coins in this catalog are of the highest quality with 
beautiful strikes and toning. Many of them were purchased in more recent sales and this 
is why it might be a bit less popular than the Phillips collection, though no less 
impressive. 


I will be participating in this sale on the phone throughout so please get in touch if you 
need representation. 


CNG E571 (25-26 September) 

The CNG Electronic sale unfortunately falls on the same day as the Noonan’s sales 
which will make it difficult for people to “attend” both. This sale is an extension of the 
mail bid sale 127 which just happened this week. There is a continuation of a few of the 
collections that were highlighted in that sale. For those that were unsuccessful in the 
MBS 127, there will be numerous opportunities. As with any electronic sale CNG does, 
most of these coins are not the quality that is reserved for a MBS or the annual Triton 
sale in New York City every January. That said, with the amount of material available on 
the market these days many good pieces do end up in an electronic auction. I’m not 
particularly fond of a electronic sales that lasts for more than one afternoon but not my 
choice! 


There does appear to be an interesting collection of Scottish coins being auctioned in 
this particular catalog. It might be worth looking if you have interest in that area. 


Tyler Rossi, my assistant, will be bidding in this auction so please get in touch if you 
need representation. 


NAC Autumn “Electronic Only” Sale (30 September - 1 October) 

The long awaited NAC Spring sale turned into the NAC Autumn sale. Please note that 
this does not preclude NAC having a live auction in Zurich. This is slotted to happen in 
December (2-3). Stay tuned for the December sale information. For now, the NAC 
Spring sale is 1,333 lots. Quite a large offering. The sale is almost half/half for 
Greek/Roman and other. Most of the estimates are quite low which should create a lot of 
bidding action during the auction. There are some wonderful examples like lot 43, a 
Tarentum nomos which comes from the Knobloch collection a 1970 sale conducted by 
Stacks. I love the reverse type of lot 55 with two crows (I personally think they look like 
love struck swans) standing with their necks crossed. Lot 83 is a budget-friendly coin 
from Poseidonia with a 1963 pedigree. Lot 146 is a type that is beautiful and very rarely 
offered. The obvious cleaning marks in the field make this a budget piece but the reverse 
is wonderful with the grasshopper. Lot 180 has a surface only a mother could love but it 
is probably the least expensive dekadrachm of Syracuse being offered ever. Lot 215 is 
another example of a high end coin that is being offered at a budget price. Lot 341 
(Aegina) and 342 (archaic Corinth) are both high quality and sought after examples. Lot 
613, A Roman Republic quadrigatus is superb in quality, Lot 663 is a beautiful type with 
cupids replacing the normal horses for a biga. 

So romantic! Lot 698, one of the denarii from the Muse series. Just lovely and complete. 
Lot 767 is one that I won’t say the type. If you read my newsletter and take the time to 
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Byzantine and Paleologan coins. 


My feeling with this sale is that one shouldn’t mistake low estimates for low quality. 
Additionally, one shouldn’t be so high up on a pedestal to think that a forgery doesn’t 
fall through the cracks here and there and to have to pull a coin from an auction is 
somehow a crime or a flaw in the auction house. NAC has a certain level of quality 
expected from their live sales and most material just doesn't fit for such an auction. 
This doesn’t mean that NAC doesn’t get loads of material with no place to essentially 
sell it. Most of the big auction houses have countless sales a year. NAC conducts two 
major sales and until most recently only live in-person sales. Now it has added some 
larger web only sales that help to bring mid-level material to the market in an NAC 
vetted environment. I urge my readers to consider this auction and participate. I also 
feel that it should be said that I get no financial gain on the success of this auction. 


Kolner Miinzkabinett (4 October) 

K6lner Miinzkabinett has the third part of the Dr. Victor Wishnevsky collection. This 
interesting collection probably went under the radar for most people. The third part 
consists of coins from Egypt. There are some really fun types formed by a serious 
collector. Pedigrees are throughout and quality is across the board. This sale is 1,040 
lots so a rather large portion of an even larger collection. Some hard to find pieces are 
peppered throughout so check it out. 


Miinzen Gut Lynt - Literature portion (5 October) 

I’d like to point out a part of the Miinzen Gut Lynt sale that would be interesting for the 
book lovers of this newsletter. I’ve touted the Gut Lynt literature sales previously and I 
stand by my word. If you buy from them you are assured of great service after the 
auction is over. Quality packing is crucial when buying books. Gut Lynt and Kiinker is 
thus far the only international firms that I have purchased from that I am satisfied with 
their shipping protocols. I’m an expert now as you might expect!! This sale is large with 
over 1,000 titles on over. My recommendation is always to do a search for books that 
you might have interest in, otherwise, you will fall into a deep dark hole of paper!! 


Coin of the week 

United Kingdom, England. Charles II - Dies by Thomas Simon, 1660-1685 

London, 1660 AD 

AR Pattern Broad/Medal, 12.31g (29mm, 3h). 

laureate, draped, and cuirassed bust right / Crowned cruciform interlocking Cs over IIs; 
star at center; coats-of-arms in angles. 


Pedigree: H. E. Manville (Spink 140, 16 November 1999), lot 590, purchased from 
Spink, December 1992 


References: Simon's type D, c (this coin illustrated); MI I 464/62; North 2777. 


Grade: Richly toned. Extremely rare with lettered edge. Formerly NGC encapsulation 
2153870-030, graded MS 61 


Price: $12,500 


Wwc1280 
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Buy Coin 


Interestingly, while this medal is actually dated 1660, it was struck c. 1661-2 to 
commemorate Charles II’s return to England after the Commonwealth fell. This 
discrepancy in dating can be accounted for by the production time needed to create the 
dies and strike the coins. Struck with dies created by Thomas Simon, this Pattern AR 
Broad stands as a testament to his prodigious artistic abilities, for which he charged the 
crown £16. It is unclear if this fee was solely for the reverse die or for the pair. 
Regardless, according to A New History of the Royal Mint (published in 1993 by 
Cambridge University Press) even though Simon's dies were artistically unrivaled, he 
"had demonstrated his inability to produce dies which would withstand the press[es 
striking force]". While Simmons’s lack of production quality did not impact this 
particular example, it did eventually contribute to his losing out on a number of mint 
contracts. 


Coin on my website 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2023 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
www.shannaschmidt.com 
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